CLAIM AMENDMENTS : 

Please cancel Claims 2, 4, 10, 11, 15-17, and 20-26, and amend Claim 1, 5, 
7-9, 12, 14, 18 and 27 as follows: 



1. (Currently Amended) An image reading apparatus whe r ein it 
comprises comprising : 

conveying means for conveying an original; 

reading means for optically reading the information recorded in the 
conveyed original at a prcd c t c niiincd reading location; 

original pressing means having a surface opposed to said reading 
means for pressing the original to said reading means; and 

a color reference member used as a color reference at the time when 
said information is read by said reading means, 

wherein said color reference member is arranged between said 
reading means and said original pressing means, and said 

the pressing location of the original to said reading m e ans by said 
original pressing means is inclined and disposed at a location within the conveying region 
i- t f tl if; nriginal and other than said reading location such that an upstream end portion or a 
downstream end portion of said opposed surface is in contact with said reading means 
respectfullv at an upstream side or a downstream side of said reading location, and the 
opposite end portion of said opposed surface is separated from said reading means by a 
predetermined distance . 




(Cancelled) 
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(Original) The image reading apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said color reference member is disposed on said original pressing means. 




4. (Cancelled) 



(Currently Amended) The image reading apparatus according to 
claim-4 1 further comprising a contacting portion and a regulating portion , wherei n said 
original pressing means is positioned by disposing said , by making a contacting portion 
disposed in th e original conveying direction at a downstream side of said original pressing 
means and in contact with the regulating portion disposed in the image reading appa r atus 
sid e , said original p re ssing means is positioned . 

X (Original) The image reading apparatus according to claim^, 
wherein said regulating portion is a portion configured in a planar form, 

and said regulating portion is configured by the surface of the 
original conveying direction downstream side of a bent portion bent in the opposite 
direction against said reading means in the original conveying direction downstream side of 
said original pressing means. 

"T*. (Currently Amended) The image reading apparatus according to 
claim wherein the reading surface of said reading means is disposed inclined with the 
original conveying direction upstream sidettp, and 

the image reading apparatus is configured in such manner that said 
regulating suifacc portion contacts said contacting portion by the dead load of said original 
pressing means. 
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^ \ (Currently Amended) The image reading apparatus according to 
claim \ wherein said bent portion is bent approximately vertically, and 

said regulatin g sui ' facc portion is set so as to make an acute angle 
with the reading surface of said reading means. 

"S^; (Currently Amended) The image reading apparatus according to 
claim-4 1. whe r ein it has an further comprising compressing means for compressing said 
original pressing means to said reading means. 



(Cancelled) 




(Cancelled) 



'b^. (Currently Amended) ^Ffac An image reading apparatus according to 
claim L whe r ein comprising: 

conveying means for conveying an original: 

reading means for optically reading the information recorded in the 
conveyed original at a reading location: 

original pressing means for pressing the original to said reading 

means: and 

a color reference member used as a color reference at the time when 
said information is read by said reading means, wherein said color reference member is 
arranged between said reading means and said original pressing means, and wherein- satd 
reading a pressing location of said original pressing means is disposed only at the original 
conv e ying direction^ downstream sid e of said r e ading location and at the original 
conv e ying di r ection and at an upstream side of said reading location. 
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T!^. (Original) The original reading apparatus according to claim 
wherein the shape of said original pressing means in said reading location is in the shape 
recessed from said pressing location. 

^ t4; (Currently Amended) The image reading apparatus according to 
claim rSi. wh e rein it has an further comprising compressing means for compressing said 
original pressing means to said reading means. 

15.-17. (Cancelled) 



r§. (Currently Amended) The image reading apparatus according to 
V claims wherein the reading surface of said reading means is disposed inclined with the 

A- 

original conveying direction upstream side-up and 

the image reading apparatus is configured in such manner that said 
regulating-surfac e portion contacts said contacting portion by the dead load of said original 
pressing means. 

<0- '1 

r^. (Original) The image reading apparatus according to claim T>§, 
wherein said original pressing means is movably engaged with the image reading apparatus 
via said color reference member disposed in said opposed surface. 



20. - 26. (Cancelled) 



-S^. (Currently Amended) The image reading a p pai - atus, whcrcni it 



compnses : 
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an An image reading apparatus according to any one of claim 1 to 
cfainr^ claims L 3. t^-t^, tSi and fQ. and further comorismg : 

sheet conveying means for conveying sheets; and 

image forming means for forming an image on the-shcct conveyed 

sheets. 
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